The subjective perception of social support plays a crucial role in human well-being. However, its structural neural substrates remain unknown. We hypothesized that the amygdala, specifically its laterobasal and superficial subregions, which have been suggested to serve social functions, could be associated with the level of perceived social support. To test this hypothesis, we assessed perceived social support using the Multidimensional Scale of Perceived Social Support. In addition, we measured the volume and shape of the amygdala using structural magnetic resonance imaging in 49 healthy participants. Global amygdala volume in the left hemisphere was positively associated with the perceived social support score after adjusting for total cerebral volume, sex, age, intelligence, and five-factor personality domains. The local shape of the laterobasal and superficial subregions of the left amygdala showed the same association with perceived social support. These data suggest that the social subregions of the left amygdala are associated with the implementation of perceived social support.
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Introduction
The subjective perception of social support (i.e., the feeling of being supported by other people) plays an important role in human well-being (Lakey, 2014) . Several previous psychological studies have shown that perceived social support is reliably linked to high life satisfaction, high positive affect, and low psychological distress (e.g., Diener and Fujita (1995) ; for a review, see Lakey (2014)). To investigate this important subjective construct, psychometric studies were undertaken, and several questionnaires were developed to measure perceived social support in a reliable and valid manner (e.g., Multidimensional Scale of Perceived Social Support [MSPSS]: Zimet et al. (1988) ; for a review, see López and Cooper (2011) ). Although it intuitively appears that perceived social support is generated by actually being supported by other people, several previous studies consistently found that perceived social support was only mildly associated with receiving social support or with social network size (Barrera, 1986; Haber et al., 2007; Uchino, 2009 ). Moreover, several psychogenetic studies evaluating twins showed that perceived social support was substantially influenced by genetic factors (Bergeman et al., 1990; Kessler et al., 1992; Raynor et al., 2002) in contrast to social network size, which showed little genetic influence (Bergeman et al., 1990) . Based on these data, it was proposed that perceived social support is not a state resulting from support received by a social network, but rather a stable characteristic similar to traits and personalities (Barrera, 1986; Lakey and Lutz, 1996; Uchino, 2009 ).
Despite such accumulating psychological evidence for perceived social support, the neural substrate that implements perceived social support remains largely unknown. Understanding the neural substrate of perceived social support may provide an objective measure of this subjective construct, which could complement its assessment theoretically (e.g., defense against skepticism for the validity of subjective measures; Oswald and Wu (2010)) and practically (e.g., assessment for participants with difficulty in subjective evaluation; Cummins (2014) 
